Mystery in the Masterpiece

People who enjoy art often have to be detectives. They may want
to know when a painting was created. what it is a picturc of, or
who the artist was. For some paintings the answcrs arc casy, but
for others it takes lots of research to figure out their scerets.

What do you sec in this painting? Who do you think the pcople
arc, and what are they doing? Thesc arce all things to wonder
about, but the biggest mystery is thec name of the artist.

We think it is by Antoinc Le Nain, a French painter who lived
about 400 ycars ago. But it could also be by onc of his brothers,
Louis or Mathicu. All 3 worked closcly togcther in onc studio.
Becausc they usually signed only their last name, Le Nain, it's
hard to know who created which painting! Antoine was best at
miniaturc paintings and portraits (picturcs of pcoplc), often
paintcd on rectangles of copper. Louis was the genius of the
family. Mathicu lived longer than his brothers, so his later work is
Antoine Le Nain (French, 2-1648). Le Bénédicite (The Blessing). casicr to label.

n.d. Qil on copper. Frick Art & Historical Center.

Use your detective skills to find the hidden
words in this puzzle.
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Circle the words as you find them—up, SHYEASELATU
down, backward, forward, diagonally. Can e S DRSS 5 O
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you track down all the words?
TIMAEOFNLS
; CNACICIOQUS
Antoine France ' HTFNLANRNE
Art Guess ; PIEWNUOAETU
Brother Le Nain WNAEBLEORG
Clue Meal RGLCOPPERTF
Color HEE TERCESLAEM
Copper Secret )
Easel Sketch &) Wka ¢ ,,,—* i
Family =

Whichever brother created the painting at the top of this page,
it’s no mystery that it’s a beauty!




